PAGE M SEC, 2 EAGLE LAKE HEADLIGHT JULY 1, 187¢

- Pride of Accomplishment Has
ks

Been Trademark of EL Fo

Citizens of Eagle Lake take pride in thelr :
community and 2 quick look at some of the PET R

accomplishments over the years will sccent this |
point, The community boasts of some of the

finest facllities avallable for worship, study,

wark, and reereation of all kinds,

This historic little clty has 1 moden -
ance as the result of a constant dm:rllr:-
provement program, Sparkling new store fronis,

renovated bullding Interiors and new |
give & bright new appearance um;m _.m""_"'-
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Eagle Lake |3 a good e xample of how enntagious
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Eagle Lake's bsautiful new public Ubrary,
the Eula and David Wintermann Library

largest in cattle production, Sand and gravel
are mined and processed st a half dozen larie

operations near Eagle Lake, and the elty lsa
major rallroad shipplng polnt,

Although the area'S economy Is a varied one,
rice s by lar the area's most important erop.
Last year, more than & million barrels of
rice were harvested In the county—most of i
around Eagle Lake-for an income of almost
§20,000,000, a5

Tall rice dryersrise proudly above the constal

e ————

l:iu.l_r !nulﬁrﬁ_ Munieipal Buliding Hi;un

community Improvement can be, And the pesult
has been benelicial to the entire community,

Located In the southern portion of Colorade
County, surrounded by thriving agricultural
sand and gravel and oll related businesses and
industries, Eagle Lake (5 a stable clty of 3,800
bullt around an sttractive city square, The
munizipal bullding on the square is a functional,
one-story structure in keeping with the "'new
loak™ of the modernized business establish-
menta,

pruirie at Sogle Lake

Eagle Lake is centered In a richrice-growing OFF during the summer moaths.

area, and Colorado County |s among the state's

Attwater Prairie Chicken

Western

REFUGE
WRITE: P, 0,,80X 846
EAGLE LAKE, TEXAS 77434
PHONE 713 234 - 3021

Congratulations,
To Citizens Of This Area

On Your Progress!
CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

EAGLE LAKE

the peaple, by the peaple, for
the people, shall not perish
h’ULl the ﬂlﬂl."

Abrohom Lincoln

These words spoken on the bottlefield ot
Gettysburg in 1863 say oll that is nec-
essory. During our Bicentennial yeor, we
should pay o great tribute to men such as
socrifices so thot dur nation could long en-

dure, We are proud to be celebrating our
200th Anniversary.

thank you for your patronage. - [*

= .

- R.J. CAMPBELL, Pres. . .

River and the

Today, big pumping plants on the Colorado
lake are tied In with wells
and an intricate Irrigation system to-provide
the water nesded by rice growers,

Eagle Lake is also the headquarters for the
4 Division of the Texus
NATIONAL WILDLIFE Resaarch Canter which is supported by [lnances
from the state of Texas and through individual
contributions from farmers of the area,

Cotton, corn and milo are grown extensively
In the Eagle Lake area, but have lost out to
rice as the principal money crop.

Display Fla
Proudly On
July 4th

Since July 4, 1978 is the
200th birthday of our country
and the only one most of us
will be around to celebeate, it
behooves us to observe it to
the [fullest, but in a
wort hwhile manner.

Many will be participating
in various lestivities on July
drd: and many attending the
church of their choice Sunday

morning. July 4th to voiee ¢

prayers of thanks o God [of
personal, national and reli
gious freedoms; and at 8 p.m.
enjoying the Memorial Ser
vice and Lhe Bicentennial
musical at the Eagle Lake
stadium.
During the month of July
the suggested patriotic holi-
day to display the flag s the
fourth. Why not make the
observance of Lhis patriotic
holiday a family affair even to
displaying of the flag
together?
Many chureches will be
displaying “the Stars and
Stripes” along with the
Christian flag, beinging 1o
mind God and Country.
Normally, it is the custom
to fly the flag from sunrise to
sunset, weather permilting,
but it ean be Mown at night
since Lthere are no strict rules
ofi Lhis matter.
Theré are various hisiorical
places where the flag is
displayed twenty-four hours
daily by special lsws passed
by Congress and the presi
dent, namely the following:
1. *The White House,
Washington, D.C.
2. The Washingion Monu-
ment, Washington, D. C.
3. U8, Customs Ports of
Entry
4. U.5. Marine
Memorial iIwo Jimal, Arling.
ton, Va.
5 The Rattle Green -
Lexington Massachusetls;
0id North Bridge - April 19,
ITT5 firsl shols of vilu:
tionary War were fired
8. Valley Fi State Park
- Valley Forge, Pennsylvania:
Camping grounds of Ceo.
Washington and his army
during the severe winter of
1T 4
7. Fort MeHenry National
Monument. Baltimore, Md..
F TALCE: SO § Wt |
National Anthem here during
the War of 1812; Flag House

land: The Star-Spangled
Bafiner ‘was made here.

Be patriotic and thankful -
your flag proudly July
- of the HRice
‘VFW Auxiliary,

R. J. Armstrong,
Instructor.
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homes and at service clubs, rice ts featursd on
the menu at almost every meal,
The growth of Evgle Lake and the déve lop-
mant of the rice Industry are closely Intertwined,
Eagle Lake was incorporated In 1888
ranching center, and &he first rice erop was
planted ten years later,

The crop was a success from the start,
but the lack of water and adequate |rrigation
systems restricted crop development. [n those
early days, At wasn't uncommon for the bilg lake
where the city got its name to be i mped

aB a

A&M Rice

Sovbeans

Editorially Speaking e » crop guining steadily In the ares and

provide income on lands botween rice crops,
since normally rice Is planted on the land every
third yoar,

Livestock has played an important part in the
development of the Eagld Lake area since the
days of the Texas Republic. Today, it combines
with rice togive Eagle Lake o strong sgriculiure -
céntared ecanomy,

: ;u'm. vl:;l material In the construction

¥, the produciion of sand and gravel
has long been Impartant to Eagle Lake and
Colorado Cougly. Rich deposits of sand and
gravel are found along the Colorado River.
These deposits are mined and processed st
seven bl plants operated by six companies
Thousands of raiiroad cars and hundreds of
thousards of truckloads of sund and gravel are

- shipped from the plants in the Eagle Lake ares,

annually,

Two raflroads serve the cily, Beciuse of
the large sand amd gravel shipments, Eagle
Lake |s » major rail center. Eagle Lake is the
second largest siation on the Southern Pacific
aystem on the basis of tohnage shipped,

Ofl and gas are also produced in the Eagle
Lake region. Crude oll production in Colorado
County averages sbout 800,000 barrels annually,
and more than 80 billton cublc feet of gas are
produced each yoar. Thebé are two pasolim
plants and one cycling plant Inthe area. Ssveral
major plpelines cross the county,

The spacious air-conditioned Community
Center Is a community meeting plafe

The .Eagle Lake arca is also noted for its
excellent hunting and fishing. Loeal peoaple call
Eagle Lake the "'Goose Hunting Capital of the
Warld, il every year thousands of hunters
Swarm intoc the area. Most ol the aetivity
cemers around day hunting clubs operating out
of Eagle Lake and nelghboring communities
of Altalr, Garwood and Lissie. I's dilfical
to estimate the total game kill here #ach year,
bt ot :ﬂ.ﬂ{:‘.l geess wele bagped al only one
hunting club doring the past season. Annual
Income added from hunting Is estimated nt

over $1.000,000,

The _excellent bunting and fishing annually
attracts many tourists to the red. and 51[,,1_,].'5 an
important part in the local sconomy. Eagle

Lake has several molels. ope Is o 20-unit
motel on Highway 90-A, Tourist facilities are

New Hospital Dedicated Debt-Free
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, 35+bed §1.5 Million Eagle Laks Community Hospital dedicated debt-free

ilso avallable ai lﬁlﬂ:j Mlni_:

Engle Laks folks llke the idea of thelr city as

A hunting center, and thelr friendly attitude to

visltors belps keep them coming back year

aftar year,

Eagle Lake is also the site of an Abtwaler
Prairie Chicken Sanctuar; located north of the
city. The Attwater Pralrls Caicken National
Widiife Refuge was established on July |,
1972, to preserve and restors habilat critically
nesded for the endangered pral rie chickes, The
refuge became a preserve In the mid &0's
when The Natire Conservancy of Texas and
the World Wildlife Fund, non-profit conssrvalion
Elrf;m:atlm. purchased about 3,500 acres of

L

About 0,600 acres are currenily managed by
the TS, Fiab and Wik Servica,

. Lind acquisi-
"im-m.“MWME
~of the reflge 1s 8,000 acres.

The refuge [s situsted in the heart of the .

upper Texas coasta] tall grase prilris in
Colorada Gounty, about 75 miles inland from
the Gulf of Maxico,

traveling northeast from Eagle Lake, Texas, on
FM 3011 for six miles to the refuge enirance
flgn. An alternate rouie fmay be taken south
from Sealy, Texas, on 38 to. FM 3013, then
traveling southwest for 10 mlles lo the refuge
entriance algn, For additional information,
contact: Wefuge Manager,  Attwater Prairie
Chicken National Wildlife Rafugpe P, 0O, Box 8453,
Cagle Lake, Texas 77434. Telephona: (TI13)
234-302],

Colorado County was one of the original Texas
countigs, and Eagle Lake has a long and eolopful
hstory, First records show the citv with a
Population of just under 800 in 1890, The popula-
Hon passed the I,000-mark in 1900, and growth
has been steady since sxcepl for a dip following
the depression years of the 19308,

Although the city has had no resideniial
bullding boam, many new homes are found In

Corp .

T
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attractive subdivisions al the sdges of the oity,
Eagle Lake has many stabely old homes and

beautiful churches,

The cliy has an aggressive Chamber of Com-
marce. -And as far as the-future of the area is
concerned, businéssmen are optimistic, as evi=
denced by the fast that the eity's one bank,
The First Nationa]l Bank, regularly lists new

records in deposits and assels,

Rice Ressarch Center in Eagle Lake

=

flefuge headquarfors may be reached by  Rice research is carried om at the Texas ALM

As evidenced by the continual modarnization
program, local folks are convinoed 4hat the {irst
step loward progress must be taken by the
citizans the meelves.

The communily, In 1979, dedicated Uw mow
35-bod ultra-modern Eagle Lake Community
Hospital, a $1.5 million project, dabt-fres, This
wias made possible Iargely through individual,
elvic groupsand corporation contributions, Also
In 1975, the community dedicated the new Eula
ind David Wintermann Library, a publie facility
and a2 gift from the Winlormamns, The libriry
is a project sponsored by the Eagle Lakes Stody
Club and agaln many citizens and businesses
have given o the establishment and operation
of this valuable community asset,

The Clty of Eagle Lake boasts of the fact that
every streel in the community ls paved; and
virtually all’ homes have complets utilliy and
sanltary lacilities, A mew fire station. with
well squipped trucks and dlllsd equipment, was
campleted In 074, and Is manned by an sctive
staff of volunteers, Also the community has
& voluntesr-manned Emargency Ambulance Sar-
vice and over 20 of the volunteers are qualified
is Emargency Modleal Technlelans,

Plans are underway to stimulate new business
for the area, The Chamber of Commerce
[ndustrial eommiliee |8 working to atiract new
Industry to provide further diversification. Tha
C.ofC, growp regularly contacts Industrial
prospects and has o list of avallable |ndusirial
sites.

With the rapld growth of Houston—just 65
miles away=and the development of tha coastal
area farther south, prospects far the future look
bright for this pleasant eommunity,

God Bless America!

‘F

./|,"j

)

”’

Gulf Coast Oilfield Coniracting

May the many visible symbols of Ameriea’
rekindle the same spark of dedication that started '::-:hq:thmd

ireedom that we know today;
devised by man, and

of civilization: xs well as & lovel of material

climate of free enterprise. Lot us resolve
equal opportunity for all which have made our

greatest on sarth.

THIS MESSAGE SPONSORED BY
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by the finest system
as much by these who have
lands as by our native citizens. From our strife-tors hi
higheat degree of equality, justice and help for the

_ .‘.'
200 YEARS OF FREEDOM i '_
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CLYDE'S FOOD MARKET

MR, AND MRS, CLYDE FARTHING

. Y

EAGLE LAKE

Fa=

in the county Is reprinted
from Comg. J. J. Pickles
Bicentennial 4
Post (Mlices ol the Teath
Congressional Distriet of

mc—:'ﬁ

~ Only sixty miles ffom the
Gull of Mexico in South

Central Texas, the bounds-

ries of Colorsde County

enclose almost one

square  miles of Colorado

River watershed and some of

the oldest historical sites in
Texus. La Salle camped thers
in . 1687 and subseguent
Eurcpean explorers traveled
through the sren. The first
colonists who sttempted to
settle there In 1819 were
from Moses Austin's colony,
and a few years later Stephen

F. Austin and the Baron

qurvayed 4 ;{

of Colorado although they
ultimately chose San Felipe.
The county was organized in
1836, ome ol the more
substantially settled by thea
in Texas, Following the Civil

L War the river became less

important for transportation
when railroad construction
was resumed in earnest, and
by 1900 four different rail
routes through the eounlry
had been completed that
brought in a new group of

immigrants. mostly Germans’

and Crechs, whose descen
dants give Colorado County
s interesting ethnic Mavor,
Columbus Post Office
Columbus, originally an
Indian village called Monte-
muma by the Spanish and
Beason's Ferry by the
Americans, and later named
for Columbus, Ohlo, was
located on a one hundred
sevenly acre site selected by
Stephen F. Austin and the
Baron de Bastrop as the
capital of the municipality of
Colorade but was soon
abandoned by Austin because
of difficulties with Indiang
W.B.DeWees built a home
there, however, and esta-
hlished the town. Streets
were laid out and named in
1885, but, during the
revalution ihat .-ert]f fok
lowed, General Houston
burned the town while
retreating to San Jacinto
before Santa Anna's Army
The town recoversd. though,
prabably because of ils
advaniageous localion which
one traveler in 1837 deserib
ed as “more desirable than
any | had yet seen for a town,

istory 0f Post Offices

mniﬂ By Cong. Pickle

on the county and post offices

Eagle Lake Post Office

48 it more than any other,
unites a healthy atmosphere
with agricultural. and -com-
mereial advantages”
Another advantage was
1846, with Orville Earl its
first Postmaster.

During these years, the
Columbus Past Office” was
housed onWalnut Bireet, first
behind the present Columbus
State Bank building and then
behind the First State Bank.
Later, it was moved to Milam
Street across from tLhe
Courthouse and then to the
eorner of Crockett and Milam
in 1929,

Travis Brooks, the first
rural carrier for the Colum
bus area, worked oul of
several of these locations
while delivering the mail on
rural route one

The year 1957-1984brought
many changes to the Coalum
bus Post Office which moved
to the ecorner of Washington
and Bowie, its present
location. City delivery ser
vice was begun that year as
well. The Highway Post
Office was also started. and
many Lrains were discontinu
ed--quite a change for Ed Rau
who had begun earrying the
mail from the depot to Lhe
Post Office in 1843, Alleyton
became o rural branch of (he
Columbus Post Offiee, a
significant development for
Alice Reilz, an Alleyton rural
carrier sinee 1918, And only
three years later in 1961, M.
Forrest Brooks replaced
Aubrey Chapman as Posl
master, & position he has held
until the present.

Oukland Post Office

Dakland, in western Color
ado County, i on a site
originally granted Lo James
Bowie: As early as 1844, the

community, then called Prai-
rie Point, had a store on Lhe
stage line between Columbus
and Gonzales. The town was
laid oui by A.C.Herford in
1867, When Herford could not
thnillg . O T B Bl
of the town's nearness Lo
other ones, Amasa Turner
agreed (o move his Past
Office in Lavaca County to
Herford's location on the
condition that it relain the
name “Oakland” whieh Tur
ner had chosen in honor of
David G.Burnet’s kome.

R.L.Emith, one of iwa
negro Legislators of the
Twenty-fourth Legislature of
Texus in 1804 was from
Cakiand.

Shertdan Post (fice

Sheridan, in western Color
ado County on the Texas and
New Orleans Hailroad, was
laid out in 1909 and named
for Hugh Sheridan. a ploneer
seitler. There must have
been a small seitlement in
the area before the first Post
Office was established in
1908, and before the town
was surveyed and platied,
Sheridan, for the first thirly

_field contained extensive:

Sheridan was transferrad
from the small village of
heetham, one mile to the
cast, and first established in
1908. There was quite &
rivalry between these two
small villages and on June 17,
1912, the Post Office was

L
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Prairie as sarl
Bernarda Post appear- th%l’lﬁ.
Prairie was discon-

tinued in 1916,
BORDEN

This town was
called Bordenville by lgi?l

as 1875, in 1902, was discontinued in

. Located in southern Color-
tinved. Bornardo wis discon- “eft” County, this rural
rommunity was located in
1896 on-the “Bonus Loop” of
the Cane Belt Railroad and

P e . i
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Sheridan Post Office

dan, leaving the one in " un-
Cheetham. In 1020, the m the first corn
Cheetham Post Office .was colony on his Colorado
discontinued and the Sheri- rver farh. The original Post
dan Post Office has since Olice was opened in 1849
served the whole area m the lake ‘:;‘:‘wf-h':
i fl‘ﬂm "
1“1?:0 “%Lﬁﬂrﬁ established in the area.
e Shell Ol Company struck However, when the Buffalo

Bayou, Brazos and Colorado
Railroad-the first chartersed
and built in the state-reached
the vicinity of the Jake in
November 1850, the settle
ment and its Post Office
moved to the railroad, the
site. ol the present town of
B e 7Y,

pil, the first of sixty or more
wells, in a field of approxi-
mately eighty-elght hundred
peres. It was determined,
after initial development in
the field, that ofl production
woild be limited and that the

T TR Y e i
er Shell's Plow Healty No., 3
was completed in April 1041,
pll subsequent wells were
friled to obtain gas.

Shell 0il Company also
built a -eyeling plant that
wenl into operation in 1845,
employing a total of sixty-five
people with a large annual
payroll. As a result of the ofl
and gas production the
population of Sheridan in
creased to the pressnt Lwo
hundred twenty-five, with
good schools and several
progressive businesses.

Lake's agriculture until 1598
when Captain William Duno-
vant introduced rice to (he
area, the first time the crop
had been planted west of
Houston. Potatoes and sugar
cane were also important
crops, and in 1902 the
Lakeside Sugar Refinery was
built, processing up to one
thousand tons of cane daily
and producing five million
pounds of reflined sugar
yearly until it was finnﬁm
1913 alter an early dreeze
destroyed much of thal year's

. cane
CAps Labw Fost Ofive After the Buffalo Bayou.
Named for the nearby lake Brazos and Colorado Railroad

which was alss the site of a became part of the Southern
Katankawa Indian village and  Pacilic System and the Santa
the scene of colorful Indian Fe and  Aransas  Pass
legends, E"HI’E Lake is also Railroad and then the Santa
close to the Colorado River in  Fe reached Eagle Lake, the
one of the best (arming town became an importamt
regions in Texas. James shipping point, For instance,
MeNair, one of Stephen F. aboul two hundred cars of
local sand and gravel are
presently shipped daily from
Egitle Lake.

iF:-'l;.!ll* Lake 5 also famous
ms a center for hunting and
has been since 1875 when
W.A.Hughs began ecommere
ially hunting there. Today,
enormous Mocks of migratory
birds, especially canadian and
snow geese, are allracted Lo
the -rice fields and the mild
climate and  spend their
winlers around Eagle Lake,
waiting for spring and the
leng Mights north,

Rock Island Post (Hfice

The first Post Office in Lhe
Riock lsland area was ealled
Crasco. David Black was Lhe
first Postmaster appointed In
April 1869, and he was
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200 YEARS OF FREEDOM

=) M SALUTE OUR COUNTRY e
S0 Much To Be Thankful For!

The Unifed States of America is
the example of a nafion

We look forward fo another 200 years of progress.

Best wishes and congratulations to all our friends
in the Eagle Lake a@rea and Colorade County.

freedom and equality.

awan *
-

dedicated fo

succeeded by Elisha Seoll in
January 1897,

Crasco was named [or
Craseo Creek which s
nearby. [n 1824 shortly alter
Stephen F. Austin's “0ld
Three Hundred™ setiled in
the the area, a man named
Crasco and some companions
were driving horses and
mules Lo Louisinna. When
they were crossing Lhis creek
were altacked by
robbers and all were killed
excepl one Mexican who was
wounded, and the horses and
mules were slolen: The
Mexican made his way to
Beasons. mow Columbus, and
six or eight of the setilers
wenl Lo the ereek where they
found the bodies, buried
them, and sel oui on the trail
of the robbers. They found
them crossing the Brazos
River. and fired upon them,
killing twe of the three men.
Previously when robbers
were caught they were Lied
and whipped and released,
but this did not remedy the
erime. Since there werd no
courts, the settlers acted on
their own. This time Lhe head
of one of the robbers was
stuck on a pole, by the
wayside. as. 2 warning Lo all
who might see it

This ares was open range
for cattle from the time
Crasco was settied wntit
about 1890 when C.5.Penfield
and Charles Peterson bought
a tract of land, had the town
surveyed and platted in
February 1896, and advertis-
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Welmar Post (Hfice

“The land oo which Weimar
s now located was granted Lo
Heary Austin on May 31,
1931, by the Spanish govern-
ment and is known as the H.
Austin Five-League Survey.
Weimar today is loeated in
the southweSt two blocks of
the original survey. On April
27, 1857, Henry Austin
deeded these two blocks to
his son, Edward T. Austin,
who later sold the land Lo
D.W.Jackson on January 12,
1865. AL thal time the lsnd

numed for W.T

Bnlﬂﬂt .nlr-.'lrlhnuparlmdl g’lﬂﬂornfthirlitmd.m
meat preserving company Post Office there wa
and & condensed milk plant est in 1906, :
cstablshed In 1874 wod  Foutde
(1 " o 1874 and Founded in 1887 and
discoplinued in 1905, named for F.J,

T amed for F.J.Glidden, a

Calhoun, a rural black
community named for John
E;m Calhoun, ;lll;blilhed &

Oifies in 1 which was
discomtimoed-in ML" k

This town was built in the
exstern part of the eounty on
land ownd by John Linder.
halm and William P.Chester.
The Post Office, established

lished in 1888 and diseontin-

-“F‘-m- il il 7T B,
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Villige “on Harveys
miles from
Weimar was first settled in
1851 by the Tom Hubbard
family. About 1858, ths

|Continned on page 18)

Creek four
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early settlers of Osage and
ContenL. as the "“prairie-
country” between these two
communities.

On Seplember 17, 1878,
application was made Lo the
Post Office Department in
Washington by Alex Roeber

for & Post Office at the

Weimar Depot, The proposed

offiee was Lo be ecalled
Weimar, and the populstion
o be served was fifteen
hundred, including the resi.
dents of Content, Dsage, and
Live Oak communities. In the
application Roeber expressed
his wish Lo be the Weimar
Postmaster; however, he was
nol appointed. The [irst
Postmaster was Henry Z.
Windrow; the date of the
establishment of the Weimar
Post OMlice and Lhe date of
Windrow's appointment were
the same--December 23, 1873,
. Weimar was incorporated
on' July 21, 1875.

LET FREEDOM RING
FOR MANY
MORE CENTURIES!

let us rededicate ourselves

Discontinued Post (Hfices
ALLEYTON . _
Thrée miles east of to the preservation of our

Columbus and named for
Rawson Alley, Allevton was
built on the site.of prehistoric
Indian villages when it was
seilled by Anglo Americans
in 1824; The Pgst Office was
eslablished in 16860 and
digscontinued December |,
1958
RERNARDO

Bernardo,once called Bern
ardo Prairie lor ils location
on the prairie near the San
Bernard River, operated a
Post Offiee as Bermardo

freedom for all time,

in the Spirit of 1976,

THOMAS DRYER

EAGLE LAKE

t

WHAT MARES

1 MTHOY STROM?

Hats Off To The Folks In Colorado Cnunfy!-

People who believe in their country, support it, defend it,
wfluence it with cheir ideas and iniriate change when necessary
make a nation strong. America has had the strength of her

people for 200 years! We are proud o be Americans and o

i

DAN'S MNUTE STIP T CANARS” CUPBOARD

Dan :ml Sue Emris E

the first Postmas.
Ik
1897 and the Crasco
(ffice was closed. He served

e S —

 celebrate the 200th Anniversary of this country founded on
the principles of liberty and justice for all.

'3 FARMER'S COOPERATIVE ASSN.

S Gorwood, Texas — Phone 756.3476




